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VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The last day to vote is November 3rd! 

November really kicks off the start of celebration season! Some upcoming things to celebrate: 
Veterans Day on November 11th, Diwali/Deepavali on November 14th, and Thanksgiving on November 
26th. This month’s issue will feature some information on Diwali/Deepavali or the Festival of Lights as 
well as recipes and activities to help celebrate the many occasions the month of November hosts! Just 
a reminder CDL is closed Thursday November 26th and Friday November 27th.  
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Diwali (Festival of Lights) 
This five-day festival culminates on the third day 
which coincides with the darkest day of the lunar 
month in which Diwali is celebrated! Celebrated all 
over India and the world, Hindus, Jains, and Sikhs 
partake in ritual cleaning and adorn their houses with 
diyas (oil lamp; see image to the right), lights, and 
lanterns as well as rangoli (flower patterns 
constructed on the floor made from rice, sand, quartz 
powder, and/or flower petals; see below). 

The first 
day of 
Diwali represents renewal, cleansing, and beginning of the 
new year. Observants will clean their house and business, 
decorate their entryways with rangolis, and shop for new 
household items among other things to celebrate the 
holiday.  

The second day of Diwali 
is a very spiritual day that 
is spent praying for 
ancestors to assist with 

their journey through the afterlife. It is also a day spent purchasing 
or making sweets (see recipe section for some you can make at 
home with your children) as well as visiting with family, friends, and 
business associates. 

The third day is the height of Diwali and is characterized by lighting 
of homes, temples, and businesses. Although the entire Diwali 
festival is a celebration of the goddess Lakshmi, it is on the third day 
that observants welcome Lakshmi into their newly cleaned homes 
with the hope of prosperity and happiness for the year.  

The fourth day is a celebration of the bond between husbands and 
wives. There are regional differences in how this day is celebrated, 
but often involves gift giving and joining together in married couples to celebrate the marriage bond. 

The fifth day is a celebration of the bond between brother and sister. The brother will often travel to 
the sister and her family, and the women will gather and pray for their brothers and the both will 
engage in a ritual feeding in which the sister feeds the brother.  
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Denise Graham 

Title: Head Teacher 
Room: 24 month 
Campus: East Lansing 
 
What brought you to the East Lansing/Lansing area and 
what has made you stay: MSU is where I belong! I grew up 
in DeWitt, have lived in Bath Michigan my whole adult life. 
  
Who was your childhood hero and why: Wonder Women; 
she is a Greek goddess, she had an invisible 
airplane/helicopter , an incredibly cool lasso, a 
boom-a-ring headband, bullet proof wrist bands, could run 
fast and was a member of the Justice League. 

  
What was your favorite age growing up and why: Probably 16, I could drive, work, attend 
high school events. 
  
Any COVID skills, hobbies, routines, etc you picked up: I exercised more. I learned how to 
ZOOM! 
  
Last TV show you binge-watched: Netflix Outlanders, but I am more of a reader. 
  
Is a hot dog a sandwich, why or why not: It is a Hot Dog! Never really thought about it 
before. From a historical perspective it is probably considered a sandwich.  
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Pumpkin Halwa 
Ingredients 
● 8 oz pumpkin approx 2 cups when grated 
● 1 tbsp ghee 15g, or unsalted butter 
● 2 tbsp milk 
● 1/4 cup sugar 4 tbsp 
● 1/8 tsp ground cardamom 
Instructions 
1. Peel the pumpkin, remove the seeds and and sticky 

stringy bits from the middle. Grate it coarsely. 
2. Melt the ghee or butter in a medium skillet over a 

medium heat then add the pumpkin. Cook for a few 
minutes, stirring now and then until it has softened. 
Don’t rush this bit, you should see it change color.   

3. Add the milk and stir it in so that it is absorbed, then add the sugar and cardamom. Stir in 
and cook for a few minutes until glossy-looking but not wet. You can serve it warm or 
chilled. 

Notes 
Note – this makes it with a bit of texture, you can also make it more of a puree by adding a 
little more milk, covering and steaming a few minutes and then mashing before adding sugar 
etc. 
 

Besan Ladoo (Indian Chickpea Candy) 
Ingredients 
● ½ c ghee (clarified browned butter), melted* 
● 2 c chickpea flour 
● 1 c powdered sugar, sifted 
● 1 tsp ground cardamom 
● 1 Tbsp finely chopped almonds or cashews 

(for garnish, optional) 
Instructions 
1. In a large skillet, heat ghee over medium heat 

until melted. 
2. Add the chickpea flour and cook over medium 

heat until the flour becomes very fragrant and begins to darken in color, 7-10 min, stirring 
often. 

3. Remove the pan from the heat and mix in the powdered sugar and cardamom. 
4. Let the mixture cool slightly before shaping it into 1Tbsp balls. (If the mixture seems too 

crumbly, dip it in a little ghee and continue pressing and rolling.) 
5. Garnish the besan ladoo, if desired, by dipping a tiny edge in ghee and then dipping it in 

finely chopped nuts. 
6. Store the besan ladoo in an airtight container for 1-2 weeks. 
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00GUGUET0/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00GUGUET0&linkCode=as2&tag=curioucuisi01-20&linkId=a719ac913ddd3cbc99b0a4df03757db0


 

 

 

At-Home Activity to Help Celebrate Veterans Day 
Poppy Activities 
 
Make an army hat out of a large piece of paper, a large cloth napkin, a newspaper, or the  side 
of a paper bag. Decorate to commemorate Veterans. 
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At-Home Activity to Help Celebrate Diwali 
Rangoli Pattern 
 
Color in the pattern or use household items such as rice, beans, lentils, etc. to fill in the 
rangoli 
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Fundraising Opportunities 
Get your MSU T-Shirts! 
Deadline November 12th!! 
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Flower Power 

http://msucdlPC.fpfundraising.com 

Bulbs range in price from $8 to $58, with the majority being between $10-$20. 

 

And if you are anything like me and do not have a green thumb, their website has lots of helpful 
information to assist the flower-challenged folx such as myself! 
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https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/msucdlpc
http://msucdlpc.fpfundraising.com/


 

 

 

Minted.com 
Valid until Dec 31st, 2020 
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CDL - Parent Council 

The Parent Council meets 2nd Wednesday of every month at 6p on Zoom. Please join us! 
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